
Mary Flournoy Dunn Degges
February 6, 1934 - January 20, 2025

Mary Flournoy Dunn Degges died January 20, 2025, in Blacksburg, Virginia.
She was 90 years old. 

 

Mary was born on February 6, 1934, to William LeRoy Dunn and Thelma
Flournoy Brumfield Dunn in Washington, DC. She lived in Washington DC for
the first several years of her life, then moved with her family to the Cherrydale
neighborhood of Arlington County, Virginia. Her elementary education was at
a two-room schoolhouse in Arlington, with one room reserved for grades 1-3
and the second for grades 4-6. During World War II, her family’s home hosted
a variety of relatives, some drawn to the area for temporary wartime jobs in
Washington. She graduated from National Cathedral School and then
attended Duke University. 

After graduating from Duke in 19xx, Mary moved to Germany, where she
spent two years studying on a Fulbright scholarship. After returning to the
United States, she entered graduate school at Yale University, where she was
awarded a Master’s degree in linguistics. At Yale, she lived in a cooperative
house where she met Thomas Cookman Degges. They were married in 1962.

In 1966, Mary and Tom moved to Belfast, Northern Ireland, where Tom
studied applied mathematics and Mary worked with a linguistics professor at
Queens University researching, among other subjects, the effects of 17th- and



18th-century settlement in Ireland on local dialect patterns. Their first child
was born in Belfast. They returned to the United States in 1969 to settle
outside Boston, Massachusetts, where their second child was born. Mary then
worked as a homemaker while Tom worked as a physicist. They moved to
New Hampshire in 1977. 

While living in New Hampshire, Mary was active at the Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd in Nashua. She and Tom were active in Marriage
Encounter and the “Faith Alive” and Cursillo movements, attending and
serving in leadership positions within these organizations. She taught herself
New Testament Greek and Biblical Hebrew to deepen her understanding of
scriptures. She became a widow in 1987. 

In 1999, Mary returned to Virginia, settling in Blacksburg. She became an
active member of Christ Episcopal Church, regularly baking for church events
well past her 80th birthday. She was a faithful attendee at the church’s weekly
Bible study, where she eagerly shared her knowledge of New Testament
Greek. 

She is survived by her daughters, Julia Randolph Degges Thompson of Hutto,
TX; and Janet Thornton Fetter-Degges of Washington, DC; and her
grandchildren Sam, Tommy, and Cat Thompson; and Theo and Nathaniel
Fetter-Degges. 

A service will be held on Friday, January 24, 2025, at 10:30 AM in the Christ
Episcopal Church. Interment will be held on Monday, January 27, 2025, at
1:00 PM at Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, VA.



Previous Events

Funeral Service

JAN 24. 10:30 AM (ET)

Christ Episcopal Church
120 Church St. NE
Blacksburg, VA 24060

Burial

JAN 27. 1:00 PM (ET)

Hollywood Cemetery
412 S Cherry St
Richmond, VA 23220
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Suzanne Degges - January 25, 2025 at 09:50 AM

It was always such a joy when Aunt Mary,
Uncle Tommy, Julie and Janet would come to
visit my family in NC. Mary had wonderful
stories and so much knowledge to share. She
was the first person I ever heard say “If it isn’t
broken, don’t fix it.” I don’t always follow that advice, and when I
don’t, I get a flashback to Aunt Mary sharing that wisdom with me in
my family’s den in NC. 
 
Aunt Mary touched so many lives and made the world a better place
for so many in a variety of ways through her service to her
community. I’m so very grateful that she and the family made the
trek from the Northeast to North Carolina so frequently as I was
growing up. Sending my heartfelt sympathy to all who are mourning
this loss.

From David White - January 25, 2025 at 08:55 AM

From David White planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mary Flournoy
Dunn Degges.

From David White - January 25, 2025 at 08:55 AM

From David White purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Mary Flournoy
Dunn Degges.

https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Andrew and Vickie Degges - January 23, 2025 at 03:33 PM

We had wonderful visits with Aunt Mary and
when Aunt Betsy was there too, we listened
to them tell family stories. Aunt Mary was an
accomplished woman and a caring host. We
still talk about the family reunion we had at
her house years ago. There she was living very close to the
tailgating and games at Virginia Tech, we could hear the roaring
crowd from her home. May Aunt Mary find a new special home in
one of those many mansions that await us all. Thinking of her
daughters and everyone in the family with warmest condolences
and best wishes always.

(Nephew and Niece of Aunt Mary) - January 23, 2025 at 09:44 AM

(Nephew and Niece of Aunt Mary) planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Flournoy Dunn Degges.

(Nephew and Niece of Aunt Mary) - January 23, 2025 at 09:44
AM

(Nephew and Niece of Aunt Mary) purchased the
Enchanted Cottage for the family of Mary
Flournoy Dunn Degges.

https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 23, 2025 at 07:08 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Mary Flournoy Dunn Degges.

https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

