Maj. James C. Deemer
April 12, 1935 - October 26, 2021

Maj. James C. Deemer, USMC (Retired), 86, of Blacksburg, Va., died Tuesday
after a long illness. His family began missing him even before Jimmy, as he
was known, left the earth where he once golfed, joked, and battled the
wisteria. Because of his 21 years serving in the Marine Corps, you might think
he’'d be tough, and he was in many ways. Mostly, he was the gentlest Marine
you'd ever know.

Born in Blacksburg, Va., to the late Karl Ottmar Deemer and Coralie Slusser
Deemer, he remembered playing on the slag pile in the Slusser Coal Mine his
grandfather once owned. A gifted athlete, he loved sports and played
basketball at Blacksburg High School. But it was golf that became his early
favorite, from the time he picked up his father’s wooden clubs as a young boy.
One of his first jobs was caddying with his brother at the Hill Course. He
attended University of Florida on a golf scholarship, then transferred back
home to his beloved Virginia Tech, earning a bachelor’s degree in business.

In 1958, he joined the Marine Corps, something he had wanted to do in honor
of his favorite uncle, a decorated Marine in World War Il. Jimmy was a career
Marine who served two tours in Vietham and often repeated the USMC motto,
Semper Fi, “always faithful.” In Vietnam, Jimmy served as an aerial observer
and was shot down twice, receiving a Purple Heart for his injuries. The war
took its psychological toll, as wars do. When he talked of Vietnam, he could



describe the people he knew vividly, but could rarely recall their names. After
he retired in 1979, he began a career in real estate, living in Virginia Beach
before returning to the Blacksburg of his childhood.

In 1988, he met Linda, “my wife, the love of my life,” and in 1989, the southern
gentleman married the outspoken New Yorker at the home of a dear friend.
They were married for 32 years. They worked together, traveled until they
couldn’t, celebrated date night on Fridays until they couldn’t, and always
enjoyed their families.

Jimmy is predeceased by his parents; sister Elvira “Vicky” Deemer Michael,
brother-in-law Bobby Michael; sister-in-law Mary Ellen Deemer; and brother-
in-law Kenneth Strier.

Those left to cherish his memory include Linda, the wife and partner who
lovingly cared for him these last years and always; his brother, William M.
Deemer, of Blacksburg; his son, James C. Deemer Jr., of Ormond Beach,
Florida; his bonus children, Madelyn and William “Butch” Lazorchak of
Arlington, Va., and Andrew Rosenberg and Melanie Ross of Brooklyn, N.Y.;
his grandchildren, Cole and Dillon Deemer; Graham and Karina Lazorchak;
and Jules Rosenberg; sister-in-law Ellen Strier; loving nieces and nephews
Brownie, Billy Jr., Michele, Robert, Richard, Shari, and Michelle; and many
friends.

The family thanks Carilion Hospice for their wonderful care and especially
Cindy, Marissa, Julie, and Tom, as well as private caregivers Chris and
Stephanie.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to Blacksburg
High School with the memo line “Jimmy Deemer Golf Scholarship Award” (or
call the school for instructions), Carilion Hospice, or the charity of your choice.



Visitation will take place on Sunday, October 31, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at
McCoy Funeral Home. Services will be held on Monday, November 1, at 11
a.m. at McCoy Funeral Home, followed by military honors and interment at
Westview Cemetery on East Roanoke Street. Family requests that masks be
worn during all indoor services.



Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 31. 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

McCoy Funeral Home

150 Country Club Dr. S.W.
Blacksburg, VA 24060

(540) 552-3211
mccoyfuneralhome@yverizon.net
https://mccoyfuneralhome.com

Service

NOV 1. 11:00 AM (ET)

McCoy Funeral Home Chapel
150 Country Club Dr S.W.
Blacksburg, VA 24060


mailto:mccoyfuneralhome@verizon.net
https://mccoyfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

Jimmy was a wonderful neighbor who walked his little dog “Toto”
past our house every evening, stopping to visit and share stories
with us. He was an inspiration to our family and a very positive
influence on our son, Tyler. Jimmy looked after us and even our
dog, “Cubbie” who would mooch a second meal at Jimmy’s house
almost daily. We would open our back door and call for Cubbie, only
to hear Jimmy yelling back, “She’s over here, Connie!” Jimmy was
the best - a true hero, an amazing golfer, a great neighbor and
friend. Jimmy will be missed by all who knew him. Rest well, dear
friend. Phil and Connie Hackett

Phil Hackett - November 15, 2021 at 09:24 PM

Jimmy was a man | looked up to- his ]
knowledge and experience in so many facets

of life was astounding to me. He was also my -
friend, and | will always remember his "two u
cents, for what it's worth" when | needed it.
RIP Major Deemer- you will be missed greatly.
Clay
Clay T Coffey - November 04, 2021 at 11:04 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Maj. James C. Deemer.

October 30, 2021 at 08:29 AM


https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Jimmy was a special friend, an honorable and outstanding Marine, a
man of integrity and a loving, devoted husband. Michael and |
always enjoyed his company and we will cherish the memories of
the times we spent with him

“If the Amy and the Navy ever look on Heaven’s scenes,

They will find the streets are guarded by United States Marines”. -
The Marine Corp Hymn

Josie Bishop - October 29, 2021 at 01:54 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Maj. James C. Deemer.

October 28, 2021 at 02:40 PM

Jimmy was a special fellow. Always loved our discussions when
broker to broker we needed to settle a problem. Rest in peace

Louise Baker - October 28, 2021 at 02:07 PM


https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

