Frances Newbern Via
August 14, 1936 - July 19, 2021

A loving wife, mother, grandmother and great grandmother, Frances Newbern
Via went to be with the Lord on July 19th, 2021. Frances was born August 14,
1936 to Willard Winfield Newbern and Alethia Lacy Newbern.

She grew up in Elizabeth City, N.C. where she also married her husband,
Thomas Cooper Via, Sr. on January 1st 1956. After Cooper finished his
service in the Navy and she completed her study of radiology, they began their
57 years of marriage in Blacksburg, VA.

Frances lived every day of her life filled with friendships, family and fun. There
was never a day she was not spending time with those she loved most or
enjoying one of her many hobbies.

Frances’ hobbies and talents included being an expert seamstress, African
violet grower, bridge player, gardener, baker, antique collector and cook. She
was known throughout the community and beyond for her various cakes but
especially her 13-layer chocolate cake.

As a member of the Blacksburg Country Club, she was an avid golfer and
member of the Women’s Golf Association.

She and Cooper were Pioneer members of the Hokie Club. Since 1965 when



Lane Stadium was built, she spent her Saturdays dressed in maroon and
orange cheering on her favorite Hokies.

Frances was an active, long time member of Blacksburg Baptist Church and a
member of the Barnabas Sunday School class.

Frances loved to travel the world with her friend Billie Mills and has visited
many European countries. However, her favorite place to visit was always the
beach with friends and family where she enjoyed teaching one of her favorite
activities, catching crabs.

Although she kept herself busy through all her hobbies and friendships, she
was happiest when all of her family was gathered around her. Her spirit of fun
and 13 layered chocolate cake will live on forever in all of our memories.

She is survived by her brother, Willard Windfield Newbern, Jr. and wife,
Scarlett; children, Thomas Cooper Via Jr. and wife, Jo, Christopher Newbern
Via and wife, Melanie, and Elizabeth Via Turbyfill and husband, John;
grandchildren, Nancy Via, John Christopher Via, Daniel Via (Grace), John
Preston Turbyfill (Courtney), James Turbyfill (Brittney), Melanie Via Spicer
(Jamison), William Turbyfill and Woodrow Turbyfill; great-grandchildren,
Caroline Linkous, Susan Via, Cooper Turbyfill, Jamison Spicer.

Funeral services will be conducted Thursday, July 22, 2021 at 11 a.m. in the
Blacksburg Baptist Church with Dr. Tommy McDearis and Rev. Todd Millsaps
officiating. Interment will follow in the Westview Cemetery, Blacksburg, VA. In
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in Frances’ name to the
Memorial Fund, c/o Blacksburg Baptist Church, 550 North Main Street,
Blacksburg, VA 24060. The family will receive friends from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Wednesday evening at the McCoy Funeral Home, 150 Country Club Drive,
SW, Blacksburg, VA 24060.






Cemetery Details

Westview Cemetery

723 E. Roanoke Street
Blacksburg, VA

Previous Events

Service

JUL 22. 11:00 AM (ET)

Blacksburg Baptist Church
550 North Main Street
Blacksburg, VA 24060



Tribute Wall

Frances was such an amazing lady! | remember she and Cooper so
well, down at BCC. My parents, Blackie and Phyllis Blevins, always
thought the world of both of them. | remember Frances coming into
my moms shop, Village Fabric Center, when | was just a little girl
and then seeing her playing golf down at BCC. Both she and
Cooper were some of Blacksburg's finest! <3

With Sincere Sympathies,
Beth Blevins

Beth Blevins - August 06, 2021 at 09:10 AM

To the Via Family,

We are saddened by the loss of Francis. She was such a wonderful
lady, and we always enjoyed talking with her. The last time we saw
her, she was telling us about her trip to St. Pete and the Pier. Every
time we are over in St. Pete, we remember her stories fondly.
Remember what a kind, generous person Francis was. She will be
missed. You are all in our thoughts and prayers.

Love,

Steve & Donna Forkner

Donna Forkner - July 21, 2021 at 02:05 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Frances Newbern Via.

July 21, 2021 at 11:39 AM


https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Frances Newbern Via.

July 20, 2021 at 02:24 PM


https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

