Dayton Eugene "Gene" Egger

March 14, 1939 - May 21, 2022

Dayton Eugene “Gene” Egger, 83, an Alumni Distinguished Professor
Emeritus of Virginia Tech, died peacefully on May 21, 2022 at his home in
Blacksburg, VA surrounded by his loving family. Born March 14, 1939, in
Starkville, MS, he was preceded in death by his father Earl Egger and his
mother, Francis Hightower.

Just like he dealt with all experiences in life, Gene managed his illness with
strength and dignity and wanted to spend as much time with his loved ones as
possible. A devoted husband to Dorothy and doting father to Kirsten, he lived
a full life of travel and exploration and is leaving behind a sustained impact on
generations of architects and students. He received his Bachelor of
Architecture degree from Auburn University, and in 1969, while in the Master
of Architecture program at Virginia Tech, began what would become a lifelong
teaching career. His commitment and dedication to his family and education
drove him throughout his life.

Reflecting on Gene’s contribution to the college, Jack Davis, Dean Emeritus
and Reynolds Metals Professor Emeritus of the School of Architecture +
Design at Virginia Tech said:

“Gene was a talented educator, pedagogical leader, colleague and mentor to
thousands of architects. Virginia Tech recognized him for these qualities in
1987 with the William E. Wine award for Excellence in Teaching. During that



same time, he was serving as the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs for the
Virginia Tech, College of Architecture and Urban Studies. In his career, he
taught all levels in the professional programs of architecture. This was
recognized by the School of Architecture + Design at

Virginia Tech with the Patrick and Nancy Lathrop Endowed Professorship in
Architecture. For over four decades, he oversaw the European Studies
programs and periodically was resident professor at the Charles Steger
Center for European Studies in Riva san Vitale, Switzerland. His colleagues
and students learned the fine art of architectural sketching from him. Dr. Greg
Luhan chronicled his skill and manner of looking at the world around him in a
monograph titled, “The Paradox of Place in the Line of Sight.” His impact on
design education is significant as many of his former students and colleagues
practice, teach and lead in architectural and educational institutions around
the world.”

Gene’s work as an administrator also included serving as Director of Special
Programs as well as Chair of the Architecture Foundation Program and
Director of the Industrial Design Program. As a studio teacher, he earned the
respect of generations of students and colleagues. He served as Chair of the
Wine Award Selection Committee and as Chair of the University Academy of
Teaching Excellence. In 2007, he was named one of the nation’s best design
educators by Designintelligence, a national organization that ranks
architecture and design schools. In May 2010, he retired after more than 40
years of service to Virginia Tech and continued to contribute significantly to the
school for many years. He and Dorothy traveled and explored together and in
June 2019 had the great honor of being by Kirsten’s side as she married the
love of her life and has witnessed their happiness ever since.

Those left to honor his memory are his wife of 45 years, Dorothy; his
daughter, Kirsten Egger Deyerle and her husband, Anthony Kirk Deyerle of
Maidens, VA; many beloved friends, students who became dear friends,



colleagues and cousins. They will find peace in the memories of his gentle
manner, thoughtfulness, keen sense of humor and endless encouragement.

In a message recently received from Will Schmidt-Scott, a former student of
Gene’s in 2014, he wrote:

“Your stories linger in my mind and | often hear your voice through my
drawing, my writing, and my travels. | am lucky to have studied with you
because you showed so clearly how to see the sensitivities of the world. Your
influence has made me a more thoughtful person, and knowing you have
shaped decades of students provides me hope for the future. We are grateful
for you.”

A memorial gathering will be held at a later date in Blacksburg, VA. In lieu of
flowers, please consider donating to a charity close to your heart or think of
Dad next time you enjoy some fried okra, a pimento cheese or ham biscuit, a
slice of lemon icebox pie or sip on a nice grappa.
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Mrs. Egger and family, | hope the wonderful memories you have of
Mr. Egger are inspiring you to live in the deep and broad way that
he taught me. | graduated in 1985 and his wit, wisdom, humor and
southern humanity coupled with his expansive yet critical wonder
about our world continue to inspire me everyday. Respectfully,
James P Beard, Jr.

James Beard - September 23, 2024 at 09:47 AM

He played such a huge role in my education. His gentle
insightfulness, and encouraging words were so important to our
growth. He will definitely be missed

Laura DeSantis , class of '83

Laura Gagliano - June 03, 2022 at 08:48 PM

My deepest condolences to Dorothy and family. Gene was one of
those most special and unique individuals that you rarely come
across in life. One that leaves a significant impact on every thing
you do, every decision you make and yet allowed you to see and
feel all the wonderful beauty life has to offer every day. Gene was a
beautiful and kind teacher who will always be remembered. So sad
to hear he is no longer with us, he will be missed...

Jeffrey DeMagistris - June 02, 2022 at 11:53 PM



My sincere condolences for your loss, he is and always will be a
great one.

Professor Egger, thank you for the great gift of teaching how a
beautiful life should be lived.

Stephen Ziegenfuss '85 - June 02, 2022 at 03:18 PM

My condolences for your loss. | didn't know Gene well but had
Architectural Review Committee Meetings with him. Gene was
always a gentleman and very knowledgeable as he guided the
meetings to the right conclusion. If you need anything, | am right
around the corner.

Rich Rio - May 30, 2022 at 03:03 PM

Gene was one of my favorite professors and one of the big reasons
I am the architect | am today. He will be missed by the entire VT and
architecture community.

Greg Overkamp - May 27, 2022 at 10:25 PM
Dear Dorothy, Gene was a great teacher, colleague, and friend. I'm
so very sorry for your loss. | hope he gets to take a pen and sketch
pad with him.

-Mark Driscoll

Mark Driscoll - May 25, 2022 at 10:53 AM



2 files added to the tribute wall

Patti Misyak-Peters - May 24, 2022 at 06:16 PM

Serenity Prayer 30" Sonnet was purchased for
the family of Dayton Eugene "Gene" Egger.
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May 23, 2022 at 08:43 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Dayton Eugene "Gene" Egger.

May 23, 2022 at 03:33 PM


https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1005&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1005&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccoyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

